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Important Dates Letter from the Principal 

Tiger Families- 

I hope you have enjoyed your summer and time away from Grand Junction High 
School.  This summer, like nearly every summer, teachers and students traveled to-
gether to all areas of the globe.  Mr. Wahlers took a group of students to Germany 
for three weeks, Mrs. Cronk took a group of students to France, and Mr. Whiteford 
and Mr. Brown took students to Israel.   

While you have been away, we have been working to make plans for another great 
year of Tiger Excellence!  Our custodians have been hard at work all summer prepar-
ing for another fantastic school year. We look forward to seeing you and your stu-
dent(s) at check-in, freshman orientation, and at the many beginning of year activi-
ties.  

We have some big new changes that you may be aware of, as well as some smaller 
changes that may be new for you and your student(s).   

First, we have two nicely remodeled bathrooms near the gym area.  While money 
for the Bond of 2017 was set aside for repairs to Grand Junction High School, those 
repairs have been put on hold as the District 51 Board of Education has decided to 
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The Dean’s Desk 
Tiger Parents and Guardians: 

Welcome back for the 2019-20 school year. We are excited for a year of academic 
excellence and co-curricular activities that are student centered and engaging. In an 
effort to support student success and safety, there will be two polices to review and 
discuss with your student. First, all students who are scheduled to have release will 
be required to sign a student release agreement. The release details options and ex-
pectations for students while on release. The second policy to review is parking lot 
expectations. Student's will not be allowed to loiter in student parking areas. Discuss 
these policies and expectations with your student. Your support and cooperation is 
greatly appreciated.  

Thank you, 

Tom LeFebre—Dean of Students 

Interested in  

Advertising  
with the GJHS  

newsletter?  
THE GJHS NEWSLETTER 

OFFERS GREAT RATES 

AND REACHES OVER  

1,600 PARENTS AND 

GUARDIANS EVERY 

MONTH!! 

Contact Steve Brown at 
steve.brown@d51schools.org 

mailto:steve.brown@d51schools.org?subject=advertising
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Letter from the Principal (continued) 

place a Bond request on the ballot in November of this year to replace Grand Junction High School as well 
as strengthening the safety in all the district high schools.  Should that Bond pass, the money that was set 
aside will be put toward replacing Grand Junction High School.   

As you may already be aware, we will also have a later start time!  Beginning this year, all high schools will 
start classes at 8:00 and end at 3:15.  This impacts our bell schedule, so please take a moment to review the 
bell schedule (below).  

In addition to a later start time, we have changed our lunch and Advisory to align with our school’s values 
and vision.  Advisory will now happen twice per week for 55 minutes and will work in conjunction with Study 
Time (formerly Tiger Time) to support your student’s social, emotional, and academic needs in a more formal 
setting.  This time will help build community, support academic growth, and prepare your student for his or 
her future! Lunch will be a unified 45-minute period every day for all grades. Students will have the opportuni-
ty to be a part of their community, learning from their peers, and developing friendships across grade levels.   

We look forward to another great year with you and your student! 
Go Tigers! 
Meghan Roenicke, 
Principal 

GJHS Student Visit Israel in 2019! 

 

A dozen Grand Junction students traveled to one of the most controversial pieces of land in 

the world to start their summer in 2019.  From watching the sunrise atop Masada, bobbing in the 

Dead Sea, and sailing on the Sea of Galilee to walking the streets of Jerusalem and exploring the 

ruins left by Herod the Builder, the students had the opportunity to experience thousands of years 

of history as they walked the stone streets and explored underground springs.  See Mr. Whiteford 

or Mr. Brown if you want more information on the trip or upcoming trips that Mr. Whiteford is 

sponsoring over the next 

few years! 
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Health Office Notices 

Grand Junction High School is fortunate to have a special counseling program for students who 
have experienced stressful events. We have found that students who have experienced trauma as victims 

or witnesses often suffer from a unique kind of stress, called traumatic stress. It could show up in the 
form of a child not wanting to go to school or as difficulties with class work and concentration. If you 

think your student would benefit by participating in this program, please contact Alicia Hampton at 970
-254-6900 x 24142, or alicia.hampton@d51schools.org   

Traumatic Stress Counseling 

Construction Careers Day is a collaboration with Ute Water and Western Colorado Contractor’s As-
sociation for ALL juniors in Mesa County Valley School District 51.  The goal is to get juniors outside 

for a day and participating in hands-on workshops that teach them about the myriad of job opportunities 
offered through Construction Trades.   

It will be very eye-opening to many of our students who don’t know what they want to do yet.  For 
some, this may help them cross some job options off their list (which is also important!).  For many, they 

will be surprised to learn that there are not only jobs in welding, framing, concrete, electrical, and pipe-
fitting trades (just to name a few), but also jobs in graphic design and marketing, finance and accounting, 
management and project coordination, engineering and design, architecture, data analysis, and computer 

programming.   

The Construction Careers Day will be on September 17th from 10 A.M. until 2 P.M. at the Mesa 

County Fairgrounds.  Transportation and lunch will be provided to all  juniors that day.  

Construction Careers Day 

We hope you had a wonderful, rejuvenating and healthy summer! I want to take a moment to intro-
duce the Health Office staff. I am Mel McConnell, your school RN; and Radawna Clark is the Health 

Assistant. Here are a few reminders as we start a new, exciting year!  
I’m sure that you are now aware of our new online registration process, and you have had a chance to 

view the health information we have recorded for your student. If you have any questions, changes, or 
concerns about that information, please email me at Melissa.McConnell@d51schools.org. I will get back 

to you as soon as possible to get any issues resolved quickly. 
Radawna, our Health Assistant, will be in the Health Office on Tuesday, August 14th. This is a good 

time to bring in any Doctor’s orders and/or medications to avoid that first day of school rush. 

You can also have Doctor’s Orders and other correspondence faxed to us at 970-245-5154; 
ATTN;  Mel McConnell RN 

Immunizations are reviewed yearly and summer is a great time to get with myself, the Mesa County 
Health Dept, or your child's physician to review and get those missing shots. If you choose to not to im-

munize, please understand that an exemption needs to be signed yearly and submitted to the Health Of-
fice for record. This is very important in case we have any outbreaks of these communicable diseases. Ex-
empt or under immunized students will be required to stay at home during outbreaks.  

We are looking forward to this new school year full of possibilities! Please feel free to contact us for 
any further questions or concerns 

Health Office 970-254-6900 ext 24191  

mailto:alicia.hampton@d51schools.org
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Booster Club 

So far this year the GJHS Booster Club has given $42,780 back to our students. Supporting the pur-

chases of equipment, uniforms, books and much, much more. We would like to recognize the efforts of 

our volunteers, both students and adults, who gave almost 1,797 hours of time over the summer and fall 

of 2018 to raise these funds for our students! If you have questions about becoming a Booster Club mem-

ber and volunteer, please contact: GJHS Athletic/Activities Director Carol Sams at 254-6900 or car-
ol.sams@d51schools.org  

GJHS Apparel  

All GJHS parents, students, and alumni – Stop by the Athletics Office at GJHS and check out the ¼ zip 

GJ shirts, t-shirts, visors, and a new shipment of sweatshirts for the 2018-19 school year.  Also available 

are lanyards, baseball caps, and pop sockets.  Purchases can be made with cash, check or credit card. 

ATTENTION ALL ATHLETES AND PARENTS: 
Starting November 12, 2018, all athletic violations involving use, possession, or distribution of 

electronic cigarettes, hookah, e-hookah, pipes, and vape pens or any supplies or equipment designed 

or used for smoking or vaping, including, but not limited to, atomizers, tanks, chargers or e-liquids/

juices, regardless of whether such supplies or products contain tobacco or nicotine, will be an athlet-

ic violation (strike).  

Update on Athletic Violation Code 

If your son/daughter has sustained a concussion this school year and intends to participate in any 
Grand Junction High School sports team during the school year, he/she must be cleared by a physi-

cian in order to begin the Return to Play process. If your child has been cleared to begin the RTP process 
by your Physician, you will need to contact our Certified Athletic Trainer, Erin Glavan, at Grand Junc-

tion High School to begin RTP protocol. Erin’s contact information is 970-250-1131.  

Concussion Management 

College and Career Fairs! 

Over 80 college fairs will be held throughout the State of Colorado! 

Organized by the Colorado Council, these fairs are held every fall at area high schools or colleges.  These 

programs are geared toward high school students and their parents and attract thousands of participants 
who are eager to learn about college curricula, admission requirements, financial aid and more.  Attend-
ance at the college fairs is free for parents, students, and educators. 

This year, Grand Junction High School will be hosting one of these fairs on Tuesday, September 

10th from 9:00 to 11:30 A.M. in the GJHS gymnasium. 

 We encourage students to register for a barcode for a Day/Night fair 
at  GoToCollegeFairs.com.  They will then be able to take the barcode to the fair and have colleges scan 

the barcode for their information, instead of filling out info cards at every table. 

https://www.coloradocouncil.org/gotocollegefairs.com
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